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allegory of the soul's progress, cast in the form
of an epic. But while Chaucer's occasional mis-
translations of Latin words and misrenderings
of classical legends cannot be said to disprove
his residence at one of the universities, they
certainly cannot be said to support Leland's
statement, and the probability is that he
early became attached to the court. The
reign of Edward III witnessed a marked in-
crease in the prosperity of the merchant class.
The members of the great trade guilds were
men of wealth and importance and there is
nothing surprising in finding a vintner's son
on& t>f the household of Elizabeth, wife of
the king's son, Lionel, Duke of Clarence. In
fact the seals of John Chaucer and Agnes
his wife show that both bore arms. In 1357
we find, from the royal accounts, that Geoffrey
Chaucer was provided with a paltok (cloak)
costing four shillings, and a pair of red and
black, breeches &nd a pair of shoes, valued
at three shillings, and in December of the same
yfear he received a grant of 2s. 6d. " for
necessaries against the feast of the Nativity "
(Chaucer Soc., Life Records of Chaucer, p. xiv).
The Canterbury Tales give abundant proof,
that their author had a keen eye for the
niceties of dress, and at seventeen he had